
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    MAY 2016 
 

Note from the Chair 
 
 

The next FEMM Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 24
th

 of May, 2016 (Altiero 

Spinneli, 1G-2). In the first part of the meeting, the Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions in 

the budget of 2017 will be presented by the responsible Committee members and afterwards 

the vote will take place. FEMM members will vote on the presented pilot projects and 

preparatory actions, as well as on the adoption of Clare Moody's draft opinion on the post-

electoral revision of the MFF 2014-2020. After the vote, FEMM members will have a joint 

Committee meeting with the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, followed by the 

exchange of views with the European Commission. At the meeting, Vilija Blinkevičiūtė (FEMM) 

and Tatjana Ždanoka (EMPL) will present their draft report on the labour market conditions 

favourable for work-life balance. Members of both committees will consider the draft report 

and will decide on the deadline for amendments. The FEMM meeting will continue in the 

afternoon with the presentation on the female genital mutilation. It will be followed by Elisabeth 

Köstinger who will present her draft opinion on the influence of the CAP on the improvement 

of job creation in rural areas. The Committee will consider this draft opinion and will set the 

deadline for amendments. In addition, the follow-up of the joint EMPL-FEMM meeting will take 

place with Dr. Konstantina Davaki's presentation of her study on the differences between men 

and women in work, care and leisure time. Finally, the meeting will be concluded by Katie 

McCracken's presentation of the study on women NGOs in selected EU Member States. We 

kindly invite everybody to follow this meeting through the online web-streaming!  

 

 

Iratxe GARCÍA PÉREZ 

 
Pilot Projects and Preparatory Actions in Budget 2017 

 

 
 
FEMM committee members will present four pilot projects which they propose for the budget 

of the European Union for the financial year 2017. The four tabled projects include: a 

European Monitoring Centre on Gender Violence (by Barbara Matera on behalf of EPP and 

Angelika Mlinar on behalf of ALDE), Internships for female STEM students (by Barbara Matera 

on behalf of EPP and Angelika Mlinar on behalf of ALDE), Women as agents of change in 

preventing and countering extremist violence, radicalisation and terrorism (by Beatriz Becerra, 

ALDE), Promoting an online platform "Female entrepreneurs in rural areas" (Promovarea unei 

platforme online "Femeia antreprenor din mediul rural") (by Viorica Dăncilă, S&D). The 

proposed projects employ the innovative measures for improving womens well-being, living 

and/or working conditions, encouraging their participation in various areas of the labour 

market. During the meeting, responsible members of the Committee will present their 

proposals, and the electronic vote on the adoption of the pilot projects and preparatory actions 

will follow. The chosen proposals will be tabled to the BUDG Committee. 
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The next FEMM committee 

meetings will be held on: 

 
13th of June, 2016 (FEMM), 
14th of June, 2016 (FEMM), 

15th of June, 2016 
(FEMM/EMPL) 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201605/FEMM/FEMM(2016)0524_1/sitt-2338936
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/femm/home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201605/FEMM/FEMM(2016)0524_1/sitt-2338936
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201605/FEMM/FEMM(2016)0524_1/sitt-2338936
https://www.facebook.com/Committee-on-Womens-Rights-and-Gender-Equality-of-the-European-Parliament-155117734542772/timeline/
https://twitter.com/EP_GenderEqual


 

 

 

Rapporteur: Clare Moody (S&D) 

 

On the 24
th
 of May, participants of the FEMM Committee meeting will vote on Clare Moody’s draft 

opinion (35 amendments were tabled to this opinion) on the preparation of the post-electoral revision of 

the MFF 2014-2020: Parliament’s input ahead of the Commission’s proposal. In her draft opinion, the 

draft person emphasises the importance of gender mainstreaming, of the combat against violence 

against women (especially stressing the fundamental role of the Daphne project) and of the assessment 

of the advancement and revision of measures for gender-related targets within the Europe 2020 

strategy. In a light of the current flow of refugees, 55% of whom are women, the rapporteur also calls on 

the MFF revision to pay attention to those financial tools that aim at integrating women  refugees and 

asylum-seekers. Finally, she also encourages for the MFF to invest in social infrastructure (elder and children care services, in 

particular) as it would boost employment and economic growth, encouraging gender equality.The draft opinion will be tabled to 

the responsible Committee on Budgets (BUDG) which should vote on the 15
th

-16
th

 of June. 

 

Rapporteurs: Vilija Blinkevičiūtė (S&D), FEMM commitee 

                     Tatjana Ždanoka (Greens/EFA), EMPL committee  

On the 24
th

 of May, FEMM Committee members will attend a 

joint meeting with the Committee on Employment and Social 

Affairs (EMPL) on the creation of favourable conditions for work-

life balance ('Creating Labour Market Conditions Favourable for 

Work-Life Balance'). The report is drafted to provide an input to 

the Commission’s 'Roadmap: A new start to address the 

challenges of work-life balance faced by working families' and to 

establish the Parliament’s position on the work-life balance 

policies. The consideration of the draft report will also be an 

opportunity for the exchange of views with the Commission 

represented by Tiina Astola, Director-General DG JUST and Michel Servoz, Director- 

General DG EMPL who will provide first-hand information to the MEPs on the roadmap, 

public and stakeholder consultations and the upcoming steps in delivery of the package of 

measures. The members will have the opportunity to put forward their questions to the 

Commission. 

The co-rapporteurs stress that reconciliation of professional, private and family life is a 

fundamental right. They also call on the Commission and the Member States to take 

measures towards promoting equality between women and men at work, ensuring equal 

earnings and equal career opportunities. Drawing attention to family and care-related 

types of leave, the co-rapporteurs call on the European Commission to present a proposal 

for a revised Maternity Leave Directive, to bring forward the Paternity Leave Directive and 

the Carers’ Leave Directive and to present the implementation report of the Parental Leave 

Directive. The need to establish affordable and high-quality childhood, elderly and 

dependent care services is also emphasised in the report, by calling on the Commission 

and the Member States to establish qualitative standards for all care services. Finally, the 

co-rapporteurs outline the specific measures necessary for the achievement of quality life 

and quality employment. The participants of the meeting will consider the proposed draft 

report and will decide on the deadline for amendments. 

In the afternoon part of the meeting, the follow-up of the joint FEMM-EMPL meeting will 

take place. Dr. Konstantina Davaki will present the study on Differences between women 

and men in work, care and leisure time. The presentation and study are organised by the 

Policy Department. 

 

Creating Labour Market Conditions Favourable for Work-Life 

Balance 

 

A glance from the 

plenary session in 

Strasbourg: 

 

On the 12
th

 of May, 2016, the 

European Parliament voted on 

Catherine Bearder's (ALDE) 

FEMM report on the 

implementation of the Directive 

on trafficking from a gender 

perspective. The report, which 

assesses the measures taken 

to address the gender 

dimension in human 

trafficking, was adopted in 

Parliament's plenary session 

in Strasbourg by 391 votes in 

favour, 43 against and 53 

abstentions (it has been 

previously adopted in 

Committee by 26 votes in 

favour, 0 against and 6 

abstentions). 

 

Preparation of the Post-Electoral Revision of the MFF 2014-2020: Parliament's Input ahead 

of the Commission's Proposal 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-580.476%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-580.476%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-582.130%2b02%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-580.714%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN


The presentation on female genital mutilation and the efforts to eradicate this practice will be given in the afternoon. It is an 

important topic because this practice is considered to be an unacceptable violation of human rights as well as of women and 

girls rights. However, it is estimated that hundreds of thousands of women living in Europe have been subjected to genital 

mutilation and thousands of girls are at risk (due to under-reporting and incomplete data there are no exact and reliable 

numbers). The practice has also severe physical and psychological consequences for the victims.  

 

Katie McCracken will be present in the FEMM meeting and will present her study carried out by for the Policy Department. The 

study was commissioned by the FEMM Committee and is called 'Mapping of NGO's working for women's rights in selected EU 

Member States'. The study explores 65 new (created between 2010 and 2015) feminist organisations (or those that have 

gender equality aims) in 7 Member States. The research analyses the context in which these organisations appeared, the 

issues that the organisations address, the management of these organisations (structure, funding, etc.) as well as barriers and 

opportunities faced by these organisations. 

 
Rapporteur: Elisabeth Köstinger (EPP) 

The participants of the FEMM meeting will consider a draft opinion by Elisabeth Köstinger on the CAP's 

influence on the improvement of job creation in rural areas. In her draft opinion, the rapporteur stresses the 

significance of the role that women farmers play in the existence and the future prospects of smallholdings 

and calls for greater support to their innovative potential. The rapporteur also calls on the Member States 

to exploit the aid opportunities for women farmers and women in rural areas within the framework of the 

European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. She urges the Commission and the Member States to 

provide the information on support possibilities and professional diversification to women in rural areas and 

women farmers, as well as to promote inter-enterprise training courses. Committee members will decide 

on the deadline for amendments. After the FEMM Committee vote, the draft opinion will be tabled to the 

responsible Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development. 

 

EIGE will extend its focus on female genital mutilation (FGM) in 2017, following on from the 2015 study 

‘Estimation of girls at risk of FGM in the European Union’. The new study will use the same methodology 

already tested in Ireland, Portugal and Sweden last year. EIGE is now encouraging a broad and active 

participation of Member States in order to improve the knowledge of the incidence of FGM in the EU. 

Member States interested in having an FGM risk estimation study carried out in their country can contact 

EIGE’s gender-based violence officer, Jurgita Pečiūrienė at jurgita.peciuriene@eige.europa.eu. Read 

more about EIGE’s work on FGM here. 

 

 

 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Legal disclaimer. The content of the newsletter is drafted by the FEMM Secretariat and is provided for general information purposes only. The content 
is only indicative and subject to changes. The newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organizations. The 
FEMM Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the views expressed on these websites.

Mapping of NGO's Working for Women's Rights in Selected EU Member States 

How the CAP can Improve Job Creation in Rural Areas  

 
 

 
Contact the editor - FEMM secretariat: Tel: + 32 (0) 2 28 32383 

 
e-mail:  femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

Eradicating Female Genital Mutilation 

EIGE to expand its research on girls at risk of female genital mutilation 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556932/IPOL_STU(2016)556932_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/556932/IPOL_STU(2016)556932_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-582.229%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN
http://eige.europa.eu/rdc/eige-publications/estimation-girls-risk-female-genital-mutilation-european-union-report
http://eige.europa.eu/gender-based-violence/eiges-studies-gender-based-violence/female-genital-mutilation-european-union
mailto:femm-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

